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THE EXCAVATION OF THE XIAO BAIHUA GELIANG
LOCALITY OF XIACHUAN SITE IN QINSHUI
SHANXI IN 2015

by

School of History, Beijing Normal University and

Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology

The Xiao Baihua Geliang (Little Birch Ridge) Locality of the Xiachuan Site is located on
a ridge to the east of a road between the Xiachuan and Liangshan Villages in Xiachuan Basin
in Qinshui County, Shanxi. The ridge stretches from the piedmont area on the east side of
the basin to the side of the road. In 2015, School of History of Beijing Normal University
and Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology conducted joint excavation at the gentle pied-
mont area on the east side of the basin, which uncovered areas of 90 sq m in total, including
three 5m X5 m excavation grids and one 3m X 5m excavation grid and unearthed 2691 lithic
products. Estimated by stratigraphy. absolute date and cultural properties, the Xiao Baihua
Geliang Locality is dated as from 30 ka BP — 25 ka BP and including two cultural layers: the
early culture is the traditional simple core-flake culture in North China, the date of which is
earlier than 30 ka BP; the types of implements of this layer include round scraper, side
scraper, splintered piece, bec, denticulate and chopper. The late culture is the blade-micro-
blade culture, the date of which is 27 ka BP — 25 ka BP; the types of the microcores are
mainly boat-shaped microcore, subconical microcore, conical microcore, wedge-shaped mi-
crocore, etc. Blade cores present a small number, but seen from the blanks for making im-
plements, some stone implements were made out of blades; the main types of the stone im-
plements are side scraper, round scraper, burin, triangular point, splintered piece, etc. ,
plus a few notched scraper, denticulate, etc. , but they are not typical. Through comparative
study on the blade-microblade cultures of the same time in Altay area, southern Siberia,
northern Mongolia, Far East area of Russia, and Northwest, Northeast and North China,
this paper suggests that the appearance of the blade-microblade cultures during 27 ka BP —
25 ka BP represents an expansion event of modern humans from Mongolia and Far East area

of Russia to Northeast and North China.
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